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THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
taking Home Economics. It provides 
practical information in home m;,n-
agement for the girl who is taking In-
dustrial Science. Each girl is given 
experience in all of the branches o~ 
housekeeping. The mistakes that she 
makes help to impress upon her the 
lessons which the very mistakes teach. 
One quarter it seemed impossible 
for the girls to keep a glass water jug 
for any length of time. The two which 
had been provided were broken before 
another could be purchased and in au 
emergency one was borrowed 'from 
the Home Economics . Division. This 
was cracked before the dishes were 
put away after the first meal and three 
more which were purchased by the ad-
visor were broken before the jinx was 
lifted. Water glasses also are hard to 
keep. 
The necessity of performing definite 
tasks develops a sense of responsibil-
ity. Besides this there is a distinct. 
financial advantage to living at West 
Gate Cottage. All but the perishable 
supplies are purchased in wholesale 
lots, and by this means there is con-
siderable saving upon the price of 
food . There is a homelike atmosphere 
about the life in the cottage which 
makes it easier to become adjusted to 
college life and firm friendships are 
made in the smaller group. 
Altho they do their own house work, 
the girls have plenty of time to have 
parties and picnics and to entertain 
guests. Last year a hiking club was 
organized which frequently enjoyed 
breakfa·sts that were cooked out of 
doors!t Once each quarter the girls 
entertain their friends at a picnic, a 
fireside or some other social affair. 
The idea of establishing a cooper-
ative house for college girls is a rela-
tively new one, but it has already 
found favor in some of the large col-
leges and universities. As yet, it is 
only an experiment at Iowa State Col-
lege and the working out of the experi 
ment is being watched with interest 
by both students and faculty. 
Miss Susan Bates of the Textiles 
and Clothing Department is not re-
turn:ng this year. She is contemplat-
ing commercial work in textiles. While 
she was at Iowa State College she 
built up the course in Children's Cloth-
ing to a well organized unit that was 
popular with mothers and students. 
The Lure of a Shawl 
RARELY do you find a girl or wo-man who has not at some time 
dreamed of herself as leaning 
over a wrought iron balcony in Spain 
wrapped in a bright Spanish shawl, 
while a devoted admirer strums a 
. guitar below in a dream garden. Some 
would dream of the garden especially; 
some who crave the delicate lines of 
beautifully shaped wrought iron would 
dream of the balcony; some would 
concentrate on the Spanish shawl. 
There is something mysterious about 
a shawl that makes it at once roman-
tic and very desirable. Not the cozy 
warmth of our grandmother's cro-
cheted comfy, but the luxurious feel of 
a huge silk shawl, trailing fringe can 
give this feeling. A few years ago the 
Spanish shawls were sold at such fab-
• ulous prices that all one could do was 
to dream of them. They invaded the 
realm of evening wraps and became 
very desirable. Since the embroidered 
shawl has decreased slightly in favor 
as it became more common, it de-
creased in price to within the reach of 
most of us. With the decrease came 
the ascendancy of the painted shawl. 
Such a small thing as a painted flower 
or an embroiderEd flower can stamp 
the date of a shawl as plainly as if it 
bore a card on it for all to see. 
Painted in exotic colors to carry out 
the color scheme of an evening frock, 
these painted shawls create an ensem-
ble that is as graceful as it is colorful. 
No longer do we abide by the con-
ventional flower designs of the em-
broidered shawl, but adapt modern-
istic designs of huge splashy flowers 
to our silk square. 
. Attainability? Paint it yourself. If 
you want a white or light colored 
shawl it is simple indeed to use 
Paintex, that wonderful new fabric 
paint. Send it to the cleaner and its 
colors will come back as bright as 
ever. Paint directly out of the bottle 
onto the fabric with no danger of the 
Paintex running. Use unknotted fringe 
nine to twelve inches long and you 
have a lovely shawl. 
Or batik the shawl. With this meth-
od the background can be made any 
color you desire. Batik work takes 
much longer; there is the necessary 
time to put on and wash out the wax 
after each application of a different 
color. A more elaborate design and 
color scheme can probably be worked 
out by batik. One lovely shawl was 
worked out with a black background 
on which appeared gorgeously colored 
flowers of strange design. Black 
fringe was used. It was a perfect com-
plement to a white evening gown. 
Some of the latest shawls are made 
of squares of lame to blend and match 
evening frocks of the same fabric. 
Looms are daily producing lame and 
gold and silver cloths that make sump-
tuous shawls for very formal occa-
sions. They are weaving lovely de-
signs into fabrics now. Fringe used 
on the shawls matches the fabric as 
nearly as possible; a gold lame shawl 
will be fringed in beige and a silver 
one in a soft gray. Reproduced in a 
cheap, poorly woven fabric these 
shawls lose their golden air and soon 
become bedraggled and stretched. A 
shawl that depends on fabric alone for 
its beauty must be of a lovely texture 
to pass muster. Commercial firms are · 
producing machine printed versions of 
the painted shawl, but they can never 
be as lovely as the hand painted one. 
The difference can easify be detected. 
How you wear your shawl depends 
pre-eminently on your size and figure. 
A shawl may be worn to give breadth 
or to further create the effect of sup-
pleness and slimness. A short person 
who insists on wearing a shawl, arms 
akimbo, becomes hopelessly pudgy and· 
ludicrous. Shawls were made for the 
slim person who can fold a shawl 
around her and become as mysterious 
as night. Angular lines melt into soft 
curves when enveloped by a shawl. 
And all important is the way a shawl 
makes you feel-pounds and pounds 
underweight-always an exuberant 
feeling. A short person may feel as 
though she were a tall, willowy bru-
nette weaving along gracefully, but in 
spite of this delicious feeling she 
should wear her shawl with discretion 
and taste . 
The shawl is designed for evening 
wear. And yet, on certain beaches 
you will see them at all hours of the 
day, even as an accessory to a bathing 
suit. The mystery associated with the 
shawl will soon disappear if such poor 
taste is long exhibited. Who is anx-
ious to see such a lovely feminine 
thing worn as a bathing cape? Thank 
goodness it's getting too cold. 
